
                                                                       

                                                                      

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PREPARATORY SEMINAR IN LATVIA 

1. Overview 
 

The preparatory seminar was held in Riga, at the European Union House on the 8
th

 of 

November, 2011. The duration of the seminar was 2,5 hours. The total number of participants 

was 26. Participants of the seminar were experts in education field, particularly experts of 

inclusive education. Their institutional affiliation was diverse, including University of Latvia, 

Faculty of Education, Psychology and Art, Ministry of Culture, Department of Social 

Integration, educators, researchers, representatives of municipalities, one representative of 

NGO working with people with special needs in Latvia and journalists. 

 

2. Contributions from presentations and discussions 
 

The preparatory seminar in Latvia was officially called as discussion „Inclusive Education: 

Trends in Latvia and the European Union”. It was divided in two parts – presentation of the 

Includ-ed project and project results and discussion on the recommendations developed 

during the Includ-ed project. 

 

I. Presentation of the Includ-ed project and project results 

 

During the presentation of the project four BISS researchers told about the project: 

1) Prof. Brigita Zepa presented the project idea and methodology, which is based on the 

Critical Communicative approach, and told briefly about the Includ-ed project 

structure and project partners. 

2) Dr.sc.soc. Evija Kļave discussed different existing strategies of grouping students 

(mixture, streaming and inclusion) and presented the new knowledge developed in the 

Include-ed project on successful inclusion strategies (heterogeneous ability 

classrooms, inclusive split classes, extending learning time, inclusive individualized 

curriculum and inclusive choice). 

3) Mg.sc.soc. Inese Šūpule talked about the necessity to conceptualize inclusive 

education in a wider context, including other social areas, and presented the good 

example of the case of the Milagrosa and Estrella (Albacete, Spain) and new 

knowledge on community and family participation as a significant potential resource 

for the enhancement of educational and social inclusion. 

4) Mg.sc.pol. Lelde Jansone presented the finding of case studies done in Latvia in 

different schools. Particular attention was paid to the case of pre-primary educational 

institution “Pasaciņa”, where the inclusive action - Roma teacher assistant for more 

successful integration of Roma children has been introduced. The origin of teacher’s 

assistant is Roma and she is helping Roma children adapt in the given environment 

with explanations and language assistance. 

5) At the end of the presentation of the project, researchers informed about the Includ-ed 

final conference, and disseminated the leaflets of three kind: program of the Includ-ed 

final conference, leaflets about Includ-ed project (Project identity), and leaflets 

European Policy Brief. 

 



II. Discussion on recommendations developed during the Includ-ed project 

 

Risk of simplification. Participants of the discussion were worried that as the educational 

systems in Europe are very diverse researchers should be very careful with generalization of 

the conclusions and recommendations to the European Parliament. 

 

Formal and informal grouping. Participants of the discussion noticed that apart from formal 

grouping, there is also an informal grouping which is deeply embedded in Latvian society, 

and both teachers and parents as a part of the Latvian society are exposed to strong 

stereotypes and strong tendencies to classify schools (and also students) according to the 

academic achievements of their students (for instance, results in centralized exams and 

competitions). 

 

Importance of the diversity learning. Participants of the discussion acknowledged the 

importance of the diversity learning and stressed that sometimes these ideas are more on the 

paper but are not followed in real life. Here also the problem of the lack of the state policy in 

respect of diversity leaning was mentioned. It is important to note that the state policy is a 

plan of the actions to reach certain aims that have been supported financially by the 

government institutions. In case of Latvia it is quite typical to define great aims and write a 

plan, which is not followed by financing.  

 

Importance of the individualized approach to the students and schools. Participants of the 

discussion stressed that all students need an individualized approach, and educators, 

researchers and teachers should be very careful with generalizations. In respect to grouping, it 

always has to be kept in mind that not all students are ready for inclusion in mainstream 

schools (here participants meant children with serious mental disorders), and it always has to 

be a very careful decision about the approach how to include such children. 

 

Need to develop voluntary work at schools. In the context of consolidation of the state 

budget in Latvia, participants of the discussion suggested that the community and family 

participation at schools should be welcomed in the form of voluntary work as it can not be 

paid by the government. 

 

Urgent need for support to children with special needs and to their parents in the 

context of inclusive education. The representative of the NGO working with people with 

special needs in Latvia stressed that it is important to support children with special needs and 

their parents now, as they have very limited opportunities and support. For instance, there are 

only few schools for children with visual or hearing problems in Latvia, but the mainstream 

schools are not ready to include them. In addition a lot of schools in Latvia are not adjusted to 

children in wheelchairs. 

 

Exchange of the experience. Participants of the discussion exchanged with information on 

their current projects and project results, and informed about electronic resources where to 

find latest research and project reports. 


